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Full service or self-service? Which do you prefer? From the 1880’s, 
when the first vending machines offered small products like stamps, 
postcards and gum to today when you can buy just about anything 
on-line, it seems the answer is clear; we’d prefer the control of self-service. 
The convenience and immediacy of satisfying our needs is quite compelling. 
 
Our theme for this school year is “Serve the Lord.”  The Psalmist express-
es a valuable perspective to service with these words. Serve the Lord 
with gladness.”(Psalm 100:2) “With gladness” reminds us that God-pleasing
service is not self-seeking or self-serving. Rather serving the Lord is 
done joyfully to reflect thanks and praise to God. Why would anyone 
want it any other way? Consider the magnitude of God’s grace. “The Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)    

Full-service or self-service?  When it comes to our salvation, we have a 
“full-service” Savior.  Jesus, came to serve and not to be served.   He did 
what we could not do and kept the Law perfectly. He willingly became a 
servant and suffered the punishment we deserve. Through the Means of 
Grace, the Lord has claimed us as His own. 
 
Yes, knowing and believing what the Son of Man’s sinless, sacrificial life 
of service has done for us and made of us, namely His redeemed, it is 
our privilege and gratitude this year and always to “serve the Lord” and 
to do so with gladness.”  May God continue to bless such service.

Principal
Paul Wichmann

 F r o m  t h e

Principal
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Mission-Vision-Objectives
MISSION STATEMENT

Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that encourages and 
equips students for life and for eternity.
VISION STATEMENT

Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal grace, live the 
holiness that God gave to them in Christ.
OBJECTIVES

Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:
1. Faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching of classes, 
life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran Confessions.
2. Promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of God’s Law and 
Gospel.
3. Encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their lives whether 
in personal or public ministry.
4. Instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while taking “every 
thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)

2019-2020
s c h o o l y e a r

L U T H E R  H I G H

The theme for the 2019-2020 school year is 
“Serve The Lord.” The supporting passage is 
Psalm 100:2.

What
does serving
the Lord
mean to
you?
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From the
Dean of
Students

Volunteers needed!

As we enter the 2019-2020 school year, we will be focusing on this theme, Serving the Lord, based on Psalm 
100:2. During the year we will be able to reinforce a lot of what our students have learned at home and in their 
elementary education. I say this because I have seen the desire from our students to Serve the Lord each day 
of the school year last year. There was never a time when a teacher or staff member needed some help, and 
we could not find a student or two who were ready to lend a helping hand. The same is true with students help-
ing each other. It was not uncommon for students to lend a helping hand explaining difficult topics of a class 
or homework assignment. Most importantly, it was very easy to see how   
our students Served the Lord by their constant spiritual encouragement 
with each other. The love of Christ is evident in your Luther High School. 
We look to cement this spiritual fruit of faith this upcoming year as we 
Serve the Lord!

Who We Are & What We Do
The Good Steward Resale Shop is a non-profit, volunteer-operated resale shop 
sponsored by an association of WELS/ELS Lutherans under the direction of Wise 
Managers, Inc.
The Good Steward Resale Shop offers grants for students who attend Luther High 
Association Schools. To qualify for the privilege of nominating a student for a grant, 
a person needs to volunteer a certain number of hours at the store and fill out a 
registration form. Good Steward also helps Luther through its Matching Gifts 
Program. Anyone who makes a donation to Luther’s General Fund can have the 
donation doubled through this program. 

We are so thankful for the many volunteers whose hearts have been moved to serve 
Him by donating their time at the Good Steward Resale Shop. All merchandise sold in 
the store is donated. More than 100 volunteers work receiving, sorting, cleaning, 
repairing, pricing, tagging, and selling goods to the public. If you are interested in 
volunteering your time at the Good Steward, please contact the store at 608-779-9763 
for more information. Volunteers of many ages and abilities are welcome!

Jon Engelbrecht,Dean of Students
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What´s New

Good Steward
Resale Shop“Serve one another in love”

Galatians 5:13



Beginning the first semester of freshmen year, Luther students are 
given opportunities to start planning for “Life after Luther”. There are 
numerous options available to individual grades as they advance 
toward graduation as well as activities offered to the entire
student body. For instance, numerous ACT prep tests and courses 
are taken by students their Freshman, Sophomore and Junior years 
even before they sit for their final ACT. Exposure to the ACT program 
early and often has been very beneficial for many Luther students. 
By God’s gracious blessings, Luther’s most recent average ACT 
score was 24.5 which proved to be the highest in the entire Coulee 
Region.  Students are also offered ways to explore possible college 
and career paths through school-sponsored visits to tour UW-La 
Crosse and Western Technical College as Freshmen, the Winona 
Area Chamber Career Expo as Sophomores, and the Wisconsin 
Education Fair as Juniors. Senior year offers many opportunities 
including the Strength Finders workshop, job shadows, college 
visits, and individual counseling with the Guidance Director, Mark 
Loersch. In this role Mr. Loersch also coordinates the visits to Luther 
of over 20 colleges and all of the military branches as well as assists
students with finding and applying for scholarships for their 
post-high school education. 

Focus
on the
Future
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Gregory Rebernick is originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He attended St. Jacobi Lutheran School 
and then graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran High School.  Gregory then went on to receive his degree 
from Martin Luther College.  He has also received his personal trainers license and strength coach
certification through the National Council for Strength and Fitness.  

Gregory has served at two previous congregations. The first was Lord and Savior Lutheran School in 
Crystal Lake, Illinois serving as teacher for grades 5-8, K-8 physical education, and athletic
director for five and a half years.  The second congregation was Mount Calvary in Waukesha,
Wisconsin.  Gregory served as a departmentalized teacher for grades 4-8 teaching science and physical 
education and athletic director for four years. He has coached wrestling, cross country, basketball, and 
other school sports.

Gregory has a family of five. He and his wife Kathryn raise their three children: Johanna age 7, Ruth age 5, 
and Kenneth age 3.  They enjoy raising chickens, ducks, as well as a variety of other small animals. 

Gregory is very excited to join the Luther staff and help the students use and develop their God-given 
abilities and foster a love for lifelong fitness and learning.

Welcome to the Family

The Rebernick’s
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One Year Later

MALLORY

TOWNE

JON

ENGELBRECHT

JONATHAN

WITTE

My first-year teaching at Luther High school has been a blessing in so many ways.
I met some amazing students who were eager to learn and participate in the 
classroom. Although I was the teacher, I learned a lot about myself and my
instruction through my students. I thank God for the amazing students, faculty, and 
opportunities at Luther High School. I am excited for the 2019-2020 school year and 
the new physical education curriculum. Thank you everyone for the friendship and 
support! May God bless my teaching and instruction in the years to come! 

I must say, my first year at Luther High went by fast. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
many changes to my ministry compared to serving in a congregation with an 
elementary school. The challenge of balancing class prep, working with individu-
al students, coaching responsibilities, and figuring out what time I would get 
home was invigorating. The student body at Luther High is phenomenal. We 
truly have been blessed by God with quality students and families. I have 
enjoyed getting to know many parents through the many activities I attended, 
and I look forward to getting to know more of you this upcoming year.

To speak plainly, teaching band at Luther is my dream Call. Having the privilege 
of sharing my passion for music with students every day is such a joy and 
blessing. Last summer I was greeted by over 90 students ready to learn about 
music and meet the new band director. We hit the ground running, or rather 
marching. Through the year all the bands were able to dig into challenging yet 
rewarding band literature. I couldn’t be more thankful for the many people who 
showed support to myself and the program as a whole. All that support made for 
a fantastic year. This coming year I’m looking forward to meeting new students 
and parents, expanding the musicality of all ensembles, and continuing to work 
in the wonderful Christian environment that is Luther High School.
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This past school year, Luther’s drama department had the opportunity to put on 
Lerner and Loewe’s musical, Brigadoon. This musical tells the tale of New Yorker 
Tommy Albright (played by Samuel Larson), who unexpectedly arrives at the
mysterious Scottish village of Brigadoon, which only appears for one day every 
100 years. Tommy falls in love with Fiona (Emily Pyatt), a beautiful villager in
this magical hamlet, and he must decide whether to return to his old life, or stay in
Brigadoon -- forever.
Our cast was packed with talent, some Luther stage veterans and others who 
graced the stage for their first time. Solos by our leads—Sam, Emily, and others 
including Elizabeth Stuebs and Tyler Fluegge, brought the magic to life. Authentic 
Scottish dances, especially those by Karinna Handy and Levi Cox, made the
audience feel as though they really were in ancient Scotland. 
Shout out to our Seniors, who helped lead the cast to a fun and successful show!
(Carissa Falkenberg, Quaid Handy, Jolene Las, Samuel Larson, Emily Pyatt, Elliott 
Schroeder, Paige Wagner)
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From July 6-13, Luther High teachers Connie Bader, 
Kathy Georgson, students Chelsea Bruemmer and 
Katherine Bruns, and alumni Julia Schibbelhut, Max 
Wetzel, Julia Hoffe and Beau Clemmensen ventured 
to the Costa Maya/Mahahual area in the lower
Yucatan of Mexico. The week-long duties included 
teaching Bible stories and English Second Language 
classes, as well as providing snacks, crafts and 
recreational activities for approximately 35 students. 
For some students, it was their first time out of the 
country and proved to be a life changing trip. 
Veteran travelers and experienced Spanish-speaking 
volunteers had opportunities to expand their skills 
and cultural experiences. If you want to learn more 
about this ministry,

 check out the website:
https://costamayaministries.org/

Costa Maya Trip
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Bella Yiwen Liu

Samantha Bunke

Gretchen Cortez

Carissa Falkenberg

Alissa Fruit

Anna GadyMelina Dorn

Emery Byus

Jack Conway

Chelsea Br
uemmer

Adam Bemis

kaitlin Bendel
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D e u t e r o n o m y  3 1 : 8“ T h e  L o r d  h i m s e l f  g o e s  b e f o r ey o u  a n d  w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u ;  h ew i l l  n e v e r  l e a v e  y o u  n o r  f o r s a k ey o u .  D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d ;  d on o t  b e  d i s c o u r a g e d . ”

Quaid Han
dy

Briana Ka
uffman

Kaitlyn Kennedy

Sam larson

Riley Matzke
Bennett Loersch

Lydia Levendowski

Jolene Las

Matt Kilmer

Katie Kirsch

Berkley Harle

Cianna Hoppe
Kennedy Jordan

Skylar Kasten
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Jake meyers

Amanda Muller

Andrew Raddatz

Ben Riley

Kim Rushlow

Elliott Schroeder

Emily Schwartz
Jessica Sen

nes

Tanner Robson
Roy Ruoqiu Huang

Cynda Protsman

Emily Pyatt

Isaiah Pamperin
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Cade Stark

Paige Wagner

Clayton Weber

Logan Willer

Jacob Yew
Caitlyn Weeks

Thomas Walsh

David Vannucchi

Kaitlyn Stratman Faith Struemke

Kevin Shepeck



2019 Luther Knight Golf Team Wrap Up
The golf team had another successful season advancing to 
the WIAA Sectional meet for the 10th year in a row. Junior, 
Joey McNamara was named team MVP as he finished 1st 
team All Coulee Conference, finishing 2nd overall in the 
point standings. Seniors Riley Matzke (Honorable Mention 
All-Conference), and Isaiah Pamperin will be missed as 
they completed all four years on the golf team.

WHATEVER YOU DO,
DO IT ALL TO  THE
GLORY OF GOD

2019 Coulee Conferenc
e Champions

Girls Track and Field

2019 Regional Champions

Girls Softball

Luther Knight

Sport Highlights
2018-2019 season
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2019 Knight Golf

Luther Knight Softball
The 2019 Luther Softball Team finished the regular season with an 8-11 record. 
It was the first time since 2008 that they did not finish in conference. Despite the 
regular season struggles, the team was ready for the playoffs, beating the #10 
seed, Melrose-Mindoro 10-0.  As the #7 seed, the Lady Knights had to go on the 
road beginning with the #2 Cochrane-Fountain City. The Lady Knights came 
away with a 4-1 victory. In the Regional Championship game against Necedah, 
the Lady Knights won 12-3.   Next up was Cashton in the Sectional Semifinals. 
Luther won 17-2! The playoff run finally ended in the Sectional Finals with a 13-4 
loss to Stevens Point Pacelli. 
Cynda Protsman was voted Coulee Conference Player of the Year for the second 
straight season. She was also named 2019 WFSCA All District First Team and All 
State Second Team and was selected to play in the 2019 WFSCA All-Star Game. 



2019 Luther Knight Boys Basketball
On a cold Thursday night on February 
21st, the ACE at Luther High School was 
jumping. The 2018-2019 Luther Knight 
boys basketball team had just captured a 
share of the Coulee Conference champi-
onship. The Knights defeated Westby to 
give Luther its first title in six years. On the 
season, the Knights were an impressive 
14-10 overall and 9-3 in the conference.
Seniors, Emery Byus and Bennett Loersch, were unanimous 
FIRST TEAM All Coulee Conference players. Loersch collected 
Player of the Year honors. He also is Luther’s ALL-TIME leading 
scorer, rebounder, and shot-blocker. Joey McNamara grabbed 
2nd Team All Conference honors, while Junior, Isaiah Loersch 
was Honorable Mention. Luther opened up the playoffs with a 
40-point drubbing of Cashton. In the second round, they traveled 
3.5 hours to New Glarus, where they lost to the eventual D4 
State Champions. What a season to remember! These players 
BELIEVED and ACHIEVED. 

2019 Coulee Conference Champions

Individual
achievements

˙ David Vannucchi winning 3rd consecutive
   WIAA State Title in Cross Country

˙ David Vannucchi being named a WIAA Scholar Athlete 

   -  the first in Luther history.

˙ Kaitlyn Kennedy surpassing 1000 points in basketball

   – 2nd girl to accomplish in school history
˙ Kaitlyn Kennedy and Bennett Loersch both set the
   all-time scoring records for girls and boys basketball˙ 3200 m relay breaks school record

2019 Var
sity Base

ball
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Luther Knight Baseball Wrap Up
After battling rain and cold temperatures for the entire first part of 
spring, the Knights were finally able to take the field and open 
their 2019 campaign. With just 19 players in the entire program – 
including only two seniors, Luther knew that it would be fielding a 
very young team. The Varsity played six underclassmen on a 
regular basis, including Freshmen Jack Rogers at shortstop, and 
Dillon Yang at third base. Sophomores Nehemiah Pamperin and 
Hunter Kasten played key roles in the Knight lineup. Kasten was 
Luther’s leading hitter, batting .394 for the year. The Knights 
finished the year at 5–13. They lost to Coulee Conference 
runner-up, Westby, 3–1 in the opening round of playoffs. The 
team played very hard all season long, and they improved as the 
year continued. Junior, Brandon Stadtler, was named the team’s 
Most Valuable Player and was also named 2nd team All Coulee 
Conference. Juniors Erik Rogers and Ethan Diehm collected 
Honorable Mention All Coulee Conference honors. 



Dear Dad,
To the world you are known as Mr. Benrud, Coach 
and Benny, but your most important role to us is as 
our dad. 
You began your career at Luther when we were very 
young. We grew up in the halls of Luther running 
around, playing in the gym (there was only one at the 
time), drinking Dr. Pepper from the machine in the 
basement underneath the old library, and playing tag 
on the equipment in the old weight room, which is 
now the officials room. As Luther’s appearance and 
building changed, we grew as a family, which includ-
ed your many students at Luther. We were privileged 
to be able to share you with so many others.
You took to heart what the Bible states in Proverbs 
22:6, “Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it.” You saw that 
we received a Christian education as not just our 
father, but also as our teacher and our coach. There 
is no greater gift here on earth than being an involved 
parent in the lives of your children and teaching them

  God’s Word. You were busy with teaching and coach-
ing, but you always made time for family hikes, games in the backyard or bike rides to the root beer 
stand. You used the time you had to make sure we knew we were important to you. You even sought us 
out at sporting events and let us tag along with the team. Family was and still is important to you. 
Not only were you a participant in our lives, but you took an active role in the lives of your students and 
their families. Over the years, you have impacted the lives of many students and their families. This is 
evident as students write letters thanking you for being the change they needed in their lives. Students 
still stop in to visit with you at school or at your home. They call you for guidance and advice. They love 
sharing stories about their high school days. Parents have thanked you for your willingness to always be 
there for their child in the difficult times and celebrating with them during the good times. 
You now have the opportunity to rest and enjoy life. No more waking up early to check the weather 
reports for school cancellations. No more late night meetings or supervising sporting events. No more 
bloodborne pathogen presentations or parent-teacher conferences. More time for fishing and hunting, 
auctions and watching your grandchildren at their activities. More time for spending with your wife and 
traveling. Basically, more time for a lot of activities that may have been put on hold. 
As a teacher and coach, you have changed the world because you have touched the lives of many. You 
have done your best to share God’s Word with many while preparing them to live in this world. Most 
importantly, you have given God the glory. You may be known by many names, but you will always be 
known as our dad. 

       We love you! 

    The Benrud Five -- Jason, Jarod, Jalena, Jana and Joshua

Retirement looks good on you

John & Jacquie Benrud
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It has been another fantastic year filled with 
blessings as Luther’ students honed their musical 
skills. Over 35 students participated in the WSMA 
State Music Festival at Viterbo University in 16 
different events. Sound Foundation and Handbells 
achieved a 1st division rating, along with 9 other 
solos and small ensembles. 

The Choirs and Bands capped off the year by performing 
for a full house at Spring Spotlight. The Concert Band 
featured “Melodious Thunk” and “Foundry.” The Concert 
and Cantate Choirs said farewell to their student teacher 
Miss Margaret Frey, as she directed their final numbers, 
“River in Judea” and “Lean On Me.” Knight Revue was 
another great evening filled with fun and entertainment. 

For the third year in a row, Sound Foundation 
was invited to sing the National Anthem for a 
statewide audience at the WIAA State Track 
Meet. Thanks to everyone for their continued 
support of music at Luther High School.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Music at Luther
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This years overall winners

We were blessed with a great day and 
company at our 25th Annual Dr. Raabe 
Golf Outing, and We raised over 20,000 
dollars! The gifts from this tournament 
will all go towards the students at your 
Luther High School. We at Luther High 
School are grateful for those that
donated and participated in this fun 
event. Be sure to sign up for next year’s 
golf outing on Monday July 13, 2020
at  the Cedar Creek Country Club in
Onalaska, WI. We hope to see you there!

Thanks to our student helpers
and players at this tournament!

Three generations

of Olsons taking

in a great day of golf

Dr.Raabe
Golf Tournament

25th Annual
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Faculty from

YOUR Luther
High School

having fun.



20

Do you, or do you know any students, 
alumni, family, or friends that you 
think would like to stay in touch

with Luther High School?

Be sure to check out and invite them
to join our new Facebook page,
Instagram, and have them sign up 
online for our newsletters and

notification emails! 

Connect 
With

Us!

www.lutherhigh.org

office@luther.k12.wi.us

@lutherhigh

luthfilms

lutherhighlive

@weloveluther

#lifeatluther

608-783-5435

Facebook:

Instagram:

Twitter:

You Tube:

UStream:



Life at LutherLife at Luther
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