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Mission-Vision-Objectives
MISSION STATEMENT

Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that encourages and 
equips students for life and for eternity.
VISION STATEMENT

Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal grace, live the 
holiness that God gave to them in Christ.
OBJECTIVES

Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:
1. Faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching of classes, 
life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran Confessions.
2. Promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of God’s Law and 
Gospel.
3. Encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their lives whether 
in personal or public ministry.
4. Instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while taking “every 
thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)

anchored
Hebrews 6:19-20

inchrist

2020-2021
Luther High

School Year
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Interim Principal

Jon Engelbrecht
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 “But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he 

would be born under the law,” Galatians 4:4. I pray all of you had a most blessed Christmas and 

Happy New Year. What a wonderful opportunity we have had to celebrate the birth of our Savior 

once again this year. 

As we enter the 2021 year, it is important for us to look back and thank God for the countless 

blessings he has poured out on us. I am most thankful for the opportunity to have our students 

in the building at Luther High School each day. Needless to say, having students back has come 

with its challenges too. We have dealt with positive Covid cases and countless close contact 

quarantines. But, through it all, God has blessed us with the ability to provide in-person learning 

to the high school students of the Luther High Association.

I am confident God will continue to bless our efforts as we move forward in the new year. We 

have already received one of those blessings with the accepted principal call. Mr. Phil Punzel will 

begin his ministry at Luther High School as principal at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school 

year. We look forward to his arrival this summer!

Principal  Update



Greetings Luther Family,

I trust all is well. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve at Luther High School and I look forward to working alongside 
you as together we carry out our school’s mission of providing a Christ-centered education that encourages and equips 
students for life and eternity.

I grew up in De Forest, Wisconsin. I attended De Forest Public Schools for 4K-2nd grade. My parents then made the 
decision to enroll me at Eastside Lutheran School in Madison, Wisconsin. I graduated from Northwestern Prep School 
in 1991 and Dr. Martin Luther College in 1995. I earned a master’s degree in School Leadership and Innovation from 
Wisconsin Lutheran College in December of 2018. Since 1995 I have served as principal and teacher at St. Peter 
Lutheran in Appleton, Wisconsin. I also serve as an executive team member of FVL Schools Inc. and as a board 
member and vice-president for the Wisconsin Coalition of Religious and Independent Schools. I enjoy officiating high 
school baseball and softball in the spring and summer.

My wife Janelle grew up in Laingsburg, Michigan. She attended Salem Lutheran School in Owosso, Michigan. She 
graduated from Michigan Lutheran Seminary in 1991 and Martin Luther College in December of 1995. Janelle has 20 
years of teaching experience and currently serves as the 7th grade homeroom teacher at St. Peter Lutheran.

Janelle and I are blessed with three children. Our daughter Eliza will graduate from Martin Luther College this spring. 
Our oldest son Zeb will earn an associate degree this spring in Bicycle Design and Fabrication from Southeast
Minnesota State Technical College in Red Wing, Minnesota.  Our youngest son, Zeke, will graduate from Fox Valley 
Lutheran High School in May. He plans on attending Colorado Mesa University this fall and will work to obtain a
business degree in outdoor recreation.

I am looking forward to the challenges and 
blessings of serving as principal at Luther 
High School, and I am confident that God 
be with all of us. 

God Bless,
Phil Punzel

Mr. Punzel
Principal

new face at luther
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Fall and winter are the times when our seniors are doing their planning for next year. Over half of them have 
already applied and are accepted to one or more colleges. They are getting good at sending transcripts 
through a credential service we use called Parchment as well as using some of those writing skills when an 
essay is needed in an application. Most of our seniors went through the frustration of getting their ACT test 
rescheduled again, and again. Thankfully, colleges have made reporting an ACT score to be “optional” for 
admittance for the class of 2021.

About 15 of our students have also been thinking ahead to college as they have taken or will take a “dual 
credit class” through Bethany Lutheran College.  The partnership that Luther has been in with Bethany the 
last few years has been a blessing for our students, our school, and for BLC. Students can take a class that 
counts as college credit that can be transferred to almost any college, as well as getting credit at Luther. 
Students are finding that these classes are challenging now but will really be happy when they get to college 
and don’t have to take the class (or pay for it). Bethany offers these classes at a very reduced rate for our 
students and then even refunds the money if students attend BLC for college.

In January, seniors will be looking at scholarships to reduce their costs for college. Many potential scholar-
ships get posted on a “Senior Guidance Google Classroom” page. Some scholarships require essays, 

others just require an easy application to fill out. 
Luther High School also is blessed to have donors 
who sponsor scholarships with amounts from 
$100-$2,200. Last year the faculty disbursed over 
$27,000 to 25 kids. It looks like this year’s class will 
have around $5,000 more that will come to them as 
two new donors have started scholarships. If you are 
interested in starting a scholarship, contact Mr. Byus 
or Mr. Loersch.

-Mark Loersch

SCHOLARSHIPS
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During this unsure time, we at Luther have been thankful our school has remained open. We have asked 
some students, “How has Luther staying open helped you during all of this?”

Look for their quotes throughout this issue. They are located in the gold bars on the bottom of even pages. 

Words From Our Students

“For me it means that I

am incredibly blessed

to be face to face

with amazing

people everyday.”

-Rachel Koenig,
  junior

“Being in school is 

important to me because 

I get to enjoy time with 

my friends while growing 

in my faith.”

-Mackenzie Van Loon,
  sophomore

“It is truly inspiring and 

motivating to be in 

school.”

-Dylan Wenger,
  sophomore
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Hello, my name is Todd Hoffe and I am a member at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Nodine, MN.  All four 

of my children have been blessed to attend St. John’s Lutheran School there, as well as Luther High 

School. My background is in counseling, and I have worked with teens in addictions my entire adult career. 

Just around the time I had made the decision to back off of a full-time case load of clients as an adolescent 

addictions therapist, I was approached in the summer of 2019 to consider part-time work as a counselor at 

Luther High School. The idea was to be available to students who were looking for support and advice in 

many different areas of their lives, such as school issues, relationships, mental health, family issues or what-

ever they needed a sounding board for – or simply a safe place to talk. Since starting that fall, many students 

have utilized the opportunity to meet with me. I connect with an average of ten students per day, two days 

each week. As needed, I also meet with the families of the students. There are occasions where it is appro-

priate to recommend or refer the student to outside professional help, as well. Many of the students I meet 

with are referred to me by their caring teachers – but plenty seek me out on their own, or are encouraged 

by their peers to talk to me. It’s been my privilege to support the teaching staff of Luther High School, and 

to be available to the students, and I’m humbled to be able to serve our Lord in this capacity. 

Counseling at Luther

voice
Your
is valued here

Todd Hoffe 
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Rain or shine, outside they dine! These guys have eaten lunch outside everyday and made a 
pact to eat lunch outside for the whole school year! Pictured above from left to right are Cole 
Christopherson, Blake Harle, Eric Dobberstein, and Micah Schibbelhut.

Rain or shine,
Outside they dine!

“It’s important to be in 

school because we learn 

better and you get to 

see friends.”

-Lera Barnes,
  freshman

“Going to school in person 

means a lot to me because 

we can play sports.”

-Tanner Bass,
  sophomore

“I get the face-to-face 

learning which for me 

is necessary for my 

success.”

-Emmaline Hagedorn,
  senior
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The 2020 Lady Knights Tennis Team was not given the opportunity to extend their Coulee Conference Championship 

streak to sixteen this season, but did win all three Coulee Conference dual matches this season to push that win 

streak to 61.  While the team was unable to match their state tournament appearance from last season, their 9-3 

record gave them their 9th straight season with a winning record.  With the score of all three losses (Altoona, Aquinas, 

Watertown Luther Prep) finishing with a score of 4-3, the team came very close to having an undefeated season.  

Individual success also followed the team this season with Jessica Waege (#3 singles) and Elle Bolstad and Jada 

Wahl (#3 Doubles) both finishing 3rd in WIAA sectional play.  The highlights of the season came from Sarah Hoffe 

and Cassie Warren.  The two seniors, who have enjoyed great success as singles players, found greater success as 

a doubles team, finishing the season with a 12-1 record. They become only the 4th WIAA Sectional Champion in 

Luther history and finished 3rd at the WIAA Individual State Tennis Tournament.  The 3rd place finish at State is the 

highest finish since Cassie Dickow and Rachel Niemi finished 3rd in 2007.

This season saw the Luther Tennis Family Record be broken.  With Sarah Hoffe’s 18-3 record, the win total for Julia, Lizzy, 

and Sarah Hoffe grew to 135.  The old record was 129 which was established by Carol, Rachel, and Elizabeth Niemi

-Mark Ross

tennis 2020
Lady Knights

2020

Lady
knights

tennis

team

The Luther tennis program has been such a blessing to me! I've learned so much in the four years and have had so much fun. 
The memories I made I will never forget. I'm incredibly thankful for the teammates I've had over the years and the wonderful 
friends I've made. I'm especially thankful that we were able to have a season this year. Coach Ross worked so hard to find us 
matches to play. Although the season was a little shorter and things were different, we still made the most of it and had a blast.

-Katie Kutz, senior 
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2020
Cross Country

Like the rest of 2020, the cross country season for Luther High School this fall provided challenges and obstacles 

that had never been faced before.  This season’s schedule was changed from a wide assortment of invitational 

meets to a series of smaller meets within the Coulee Conference itself.  So instead of facing competition from 

athletes all over the state, Luther Cross Country had to face the same Coulee Conference competitors in five 

meets.  The team was simply grateful that God provided them an opportunity to compete and that they would be 

the first to sport new uniforms!  Training and practices weren’t all that different from a “normal” season, and the 

team was able to have fun in spite of it all.  For the most part, the Covid virus was kept at bay until the very end of 

the season when state competition began.  All varsity girls were able to compete at the sub-sectional level and ran 

very well.  The varsity boys lost several athletes to quarantine because of close contact with someone who had the 

virus but there were still enough in reserve to field a team.  A special thank you goes out to the seniors, especially 

captains Julia Strangman and Josiah Hoppe, as well as to the assistant coaching staff. 

-Pastor Lisk

“The reason being in 

school is important to me is 

because we need to keep 

God in our hearts, and in 

high school education.”

-Nicolas Schultz,
  freshman

“Going to school 

means I can see my 

friends!”

-Sarah Kirsch,
  senior

“For me, it means 

the world to continue 

to play basketball my 

final year at Luther.”

-Cassie Warren,
  senior
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Many people (including this Head Coach) did not expect the 2020 football season to start with all the Covid 

restrictions and regulations in place. To God be the glory and honor and praise!!! His ways are not our ways! The 

Luther football season started a month later than in past years and with many more restrictions, but the young 

men that are part of the program were excited to have the opportunity! Luther found itself in the Ridge and Valley 

Conference playing schools that they were not very familiar with. Through the ups and downs of a crazy, Covid 

season, the Knights scratched out a few victories and gained the respect of several perennial powerhouse 

programs. Every person involved with the program was excited to have the opportunity to compete when so 

many other programs had shut down or postponed their seasons. 2020 will be a season that goes down in histo-

ry as a crazy year, but for the Luther Knights Football Program, it is going to be viewed as a springboard to many 

good times in future seasons. RISE UP!

-Matt Schiebel

Luther Knights
Football 2020

varsit y
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When players stepped out onto the court this season, everything looked different. The players were wearing masks, 
the balls were being sanitized before and after practice, and athletes were not giving each other high fives or doing 
team huddles anymore. Despite all this, the players recognized from day one that having a season this year was a 
blessing and that they needed to cherish every moment of it--no matter how different this season looked.  

We played each conference team one time or less and there were no tournaments. The girls relied on each other 
during these games to bring the energy and the enthusiasm because there were limited fans or sometimes no fans at 
all. Even though players were constantly quarantined during the season, we always felt confident because we had 
depth on our team and players who were dedicated to filling whatever role needed to be filled at a moment's notice. 
Unfortunately, Covid-19 struck our team at the beginning of playoffs. The Knights had earned the 1 seed and were 
scheduled to play the 4 seed at home. Even though the season was cut short, we were once again reminded that the 
blessing of having a season, building memories, building relationships, and overcoming adversity were accomplish-
ments to be proud of and remember for a long time. 

-Kayla Eisenmann

varsity VOLLE YBALL
2020

“It’s nice because I get to 

have a somewhat normal 

year with my friends.”

-Katie Kutz,
  senior

“It is important to be in 

school so we are able to 

learn what we need to, 

and to learn about Christ 

every day.”

-Allison Buege,
 freshman

“It is important to me 

to stay in school 

because it allows me 

to see my friends 

everyday.”

-Micah Lenz,
  senior
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Band
Lessons

Our Luther Elementary School Band students have been working hard in their lessons. In the first semester, 

students developed their musical skills in the new 20-minute lessons.  Leading up to Christmas students 

played various Christmas carols in lessons as well as shared their music in grade school Christmas Eve 

services or videos.  Despite Covid restrictions and changes the LES Band now has notably more beginning 

band students.  We are excited to get into the second semester and work on solos for Science and Fine Arts 

Fair as well as hone what was learned in the first semester. Coming this spring Mr. Witte and Mr. Baures will 

begin registration for the coming school year.  We look forward to meeting even more new students and 

making music with everyone!

-Jonathan Witte
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This past fall we replaced our usual Children’s Theatre with a series of Intro to Acting workshops. In these 

workshops we covered some well-known directors and their philosophies on acting, as well as different 

techniques that are studied by actors all over the world! Senior Sidney Falkenberg describes Intro to Acting 

as “a good way to enhance my dramatic and acting skills and to meet other people who are dedicated to 

acting. I learned to connect to my inner self in order to portray a character different from my normal self.”  

While we wanted to stay socially distanced, we wanted the students to have an opportunity for a creative 

outlet through the stage.

-Kathy Georgson

Intro
to Acting

“It’s hard sometimes to pay 

attention during zoom 

classes, so it’s nice that 

Luther has stayed open.”

-Angela Kohlmeier,
  junior

“It means a lot to

me because a social, 

in-person environment 

is better for learning 

than a strictly

online one.”

-Joshua Stuebs,
  junior

“It means a lot to

me because we learn 

better in person than 

online.”

-Jenna Harrington,
  freshman
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music & technology
Technology helps music to thrive while keeping students safe.

This year has presented several challenges to Luther’s music students.  In a normal year, ensembles sit close 

together so they can hear each other.  Students build confidence by hearing their fellow musicians as they learn 

and grow together. All that has changed this year.  The band and choirs now rehearse with members 4-6 feet apart.  

The choirs all wear masks, and several of the band instruments are masked too.  As a result, our ensembles have 

had to develop a new level of musical independence.

Virtual Wednesdays have presented an opportunity to teach and learn in a whole new way.  On those days, the 

students work on their music at home.  Ensembles are using a program called MusicFirst that allows them to prac-

tice sight reading, learn their music, and record it as an assignment.  This has allowed the directors to more closely 

monitor individual student progress, and still make good use of virtual class time.  Students have spent many 

Wednesdays using their Chromebooks to practice their music, record their parts, and submit them online.  While it 

isn’t possible for ensembles to rehearse online together, they now have all the tools they need to learn and practice 

their music.

This year’s virtual Christmas Concert is a perfect example of how we have been blessed by technology.  While we 

were not able to have a traditional concert with an audience, the video of the concert has reached far more people 

than a traditional concert would have.  Our students were able to be a part of a live recording, which was a new 

experience for many of them.

The theme for this year’s concert was “In Dulci Jubilo” - in sweet joy.  While our students have faced many challeng-

es this year, we have much to be joyful about.  We are still able to learn, grow, and perform together, and most 

importantly the Gospel message is being proclaimed.  There are many uncertainties about the coming semester but 

our Lord is unchanging and eternal.  The joy of the Gospel message remains undimmed as our ensembles look 

forward to a new semester of musical and spiritual growth. 

-Paul Adickes

Sound Foundation using their Chromebooks in rehearsal. 

Using MusicFirst from home to teach the choirs.15



Music is a language that transcends both time and borders.  A well-written piece of music can have an effect on 

someone on the opposite side of the world regardless of their age, language, or cultural background.  A song 

written 500 years ago can still move people today.  Music can express the entire range of human emotions, but 

how does it do that?  That’s the question the Music Theory class seeks to answer.  The 14 students enrolled in 

Music Theory will be learning all aspects of the language of music, from rhythm to melody and harmony.  Students 

will analyze examples of music and write their own, using several different software applications.  By the end of the 

semester the class will have laid the groundwork for a much better understanding of how music works, how to use 

it, and how to write and arrange their own songs.  The students will be able to use these skills as college music 

majors, parish musicians, teachers, and performers, and what they learn will serve them for a lifetime. 

-Paul Adickes

The Amazing
Language of  Music

"All it takes

is 1 song

to bring back

1,000 memories."

“I am blessed to have

the social aspect with

my friends.”

-Brianna Zenke,
  junior

“The reason being in 

school is important to 

me is that I learn better 

in-person. I also like 

being with my friends.”

-Brynn Burr,
  freshman

“It is important to me 

because it’s being able 

to see my friends that 

has made this time 

easier.”

-Madison Kruschel,
  senior
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Fitness Center
newly-renovated

Renovating the fitness center was a tremendous blessing.  The undertaking of the project seemed like a daunt-

ing task.  The broken equipment, ripped upholstery, and chipped glass made the need for updated equipment 

very apparent.  The coaches and staff agreed that in order to make the area a great place for instruction of 

students and a way to enhance Luther athletics it first needed to be a place students wanted to be.  We were 

blessed with a number of donations which made it possible for us to get more equipment than what our budget 

could handle.  Instead of swapping equipment in phases we were able to completely replace all the benches 

and squat racks.  We are now able to effectively train twice as many students at a time.  

Students were amazed at the transformation.  Phrases like "This is awesome!" and "When can we go to the 

fitness center again?" were repeated numerous times.  

Thanks to our gracious God moving the hearts of His people we have been blessed with a well-equipped facility 

that will impact the lives of our students.

-Greg Rebernick
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2020 – What a year!  You hear this said time and time again but usually in the context of how the pandemic has negatively 

impacted our daily lives. The Finish the Work Capital Campaign was indeed blessed in 2020. We thank God, and all of 

you, for the ability to say “2020 – What a Year”!

Recap of 2020:

• The gifts received in 2020 totaled $525,330 thus bringing the total monies received for the building project to 

$7,362,474.

• In June of 2020, the interest - only loan of $4,768,561, was converted to a mortgage with a monthly payment of 

$25,925.

• $4,430,963 is the new mortgage balance as of January 13th, 2021. In the last six months the principal balance has 

been reduced by $337,598. This reduction is the result of our regular monthly mortgage payments and gifts which have 

allowed additional payments made to reduce the principal balance.

• $371,852 - This is the cash on hand as of January 13th, 2021. Our goal is to have a cash-on-hand balance equal to 

one year’s worth of mortgage payments and if able, make additional payments directly towards the principal of the loan. 

The Capital Campaign Committee would once again like to thank you for supporting the ministry of Luther High School.  

The new classrooms, industrial arts area and fine arts center, along with several other additional renovations to the exist-

ing facility, provide a safe and healthy learning environment for our students and staff.

As you plan for 2021, we pray that you will keep the Finish the Work Capital Campaign in your thoughts, prayers and 

gifts. The cost of the building project is 100% supported with your gifts and in no way impacts the operating budget of 

the school. Please consider a one-time gift or a monthly gift to help meet our monthly mortgage obligations. With your 

help and God’s grace, we can pay down the principal on the loan and in turn, eventually pay off the mortgage.

May God continue to bless you and the ministry of Your Luther High School!

Sincerely,

Greg Scriver and Mitch Schultz–FTW Capital Campaign Co-Chairs

John Byus–Director of Mission Advancement. 

Finish the Work
2020 Recap
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